
 

Holland Central Schools 

A Message from the Superintendent 
District encourages students to “show what you know.” 

 
Over the past three years, the Holland Central School District Board of Education and Administrative Team have allocated 

considerable resources and efforts to implement the New York State Learning Standards designed to prepare students for 

college and career pathways after graduation.  

 

The District and our educators have invested thousands of hours in professional development initiatives and implemented 

intensive supports for teaching and learning at each of our schools. The District and our educators have kept instruction and 

learning at the heart of our educational mission, with teachers focusing on meeting the needs of our children each and every 

day.  

 

We are approaching a time designated to gauge the District’s progress in meeting our state and local goals. English 

Language Arts (ELA) and Math assessments in grades 3-8 will occur this week and next week in our District and across 

New York State. This testing is considered an important part of instruction in education programs and helps to provide an 

evaluation of student mastery of content and skills in various courses of study. Results combined with other resources help 

us shape future curriculum and instructional decisions.  

 

The New York State Education Department has responded to the concerns of parents and educators by modifying the type of 

questions, reducing the time students are assessed and alleviating student and educator anxiety by releasing half of the prior 

year test questions for classroom use and assessment validation.  

 

Holland students will spend a small part of their day a few days out of the year taking the NYS assessments that are used to 

measure the educational direction of the District. The data will help us measure our growth and progress compared to other 

school districts in our region and across the State.  

 

The District is asking parents to continue to serve as educational partners during this time by encouraging their children to 

“show what they know” on the scheduled assessments and reassuring students that the assessments are part of how our 

District improves teaching and student learning.  

 

The Holland Central School District will comply with all of the New York State Department of Education guidelines while 

administering the soon to be given assessments. Failure to do so would risk the loss of Federal Aid. Parents with questions 

about the upcoming assessments should contact their child’s building principal.  

 

Ultimately, we are encouraging our students, parents and educators to participate in the assessments as part of the academic 

program that will help prepare students for their college and career pathways. The assessments are an important tool to 

provide data on student and school district performance—information that is critical to our growth as a District.  

 

The Holland School District Board of Education and Administration will continue to comply with all legal requirements that 

affect the operation of our school district, including the administration of the state assessments at all levels.  

 

 Cathy V. Fabiatos, Superintendent of Schools 



Standardized Tests 
 

Standardized tests (NYS 3-8 assessments) have recently come under a great deal of scrutiny with the governor’s 

budget proposals. Many community members have expressed concerns regarding these tests. To address these 

concerns, we would like to offer specific information about the tests as a reference.  

 

By definition, a standardized test is one that requires all test takers to answer the same questions and is scored in a 

consistent manner. The standardized tests that NYS students are expected to take were designed to measure student 

achievement over a specific period of time. At Holland, with all the work our teachers have done, our students have 

shown substantial academic growth in the last three years as evidenced by the improvement in their test scores.  

 

PROS of a Standardized Test:  

• Helps in determining what a student knows and what still needs to be learned. This provides opportunity for 

improving curriculum where needed. Holland teachers have consistently used test data to determine individual success, 

and to help those who need additional help.  

 

• Gives teachers guidance to help them determine what to teach and when to teach it. Based on the test data, Holland 

teachers have been able to revamp curriculum to ensure that students learn the skills and content of the NYS Learning 

Standards (ELA, Math, Science, etc.). The test data helps Holland teachers design lessons to help students succeed.  

 

• Helps parents understand how their children are doing compared to other children locally and statewide. Many 

Holland parents have seen a great deal of academic growth since these tests have been used.  

 

• Helps to track a student’s progress over the years. The test data helps to follow a student’s success from year to year. 

Because of this data, it is easier to determine when a student succeeds or loses ground academically. This helps in 

determining what has helped or hindered success. Knowing the trends allows teachers to help students avoid the 

pitfalls that hinder their success.  

 

• Taking standardized tests over time can improve students’ ability to handle any test in the future (High School 

Regents Exams, SAT’s, ACT’s, College Entrance Exams, Job Placement Exams, etc.).  

 

CONS of a Standardized Test:  

• With too much emphasis on the test, students can feel anxiety and stress. At Holland, teachers teach beyond the 

confines of the test. They use test taking skills in the classroom consistently so that students are well prepared to take 

any test. They also provide ample practice that can help students feel confident in their abilities before assessments are 

administered.  

 

• The test is only one measure given on one day, and does not take into account other factors that can determine 

success or failure (test anxiety, poor night’s sleep, argument before the test, etc.). Holland teachers try to help students 

to come to the test with a positive attitude. Some even use positive strategies to make the test day more cheerful (using 

high 5’s as they enter the room, offering an edible treat before the test starts, etc.)  

 

• There is a danger that some teachers may “teach to the test” to ensure that students are prepared. This could lessen the 

encouragement of creativity. Holland teachers have been well-trained through professional development to teach 

beyond the test and to promote creativity. Our teachers have consistently nurtured the creative talents in their students 

(music performances winning awards, community art projects recognized throughout WNY and NYS, innovative 

projects at all levels, and in all disciplines, etc.).  

 

Tests have been used in schools since schools were created. Tests in themselves are just tests. How they are used is 

what is important. At Holland we try to use these tests to promote academic progress and success. Our improved 

test scores show that we are moving in the right direction. We don’t administer the tests for any political agenda or 

personal gain. We see them as a tool to help our students succeed. 


